
 

❖ADVENT CAROL #121, V. 1,2&4  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil,  
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES, OFFERINGS AND COMMITMENTS 
 OFFERTORY  Manger Throne (Wickham) 
  The New Hanover Band 

 

 ❖RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING (on screen)  Doxology Noël 
 ❖PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

 
 

SENDING 
 

❖SONG  Glory 
 
❖CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
❖POSTLUDE 
 
   

 
This week’s liturgy composed by The Rev. Dr. Eric Douglass, NHPC’s Covenant Pastor for Adult Education, 
by Robert Johnson and some is adapted from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition, © 2013, Faith Alive 
Christian Resources,, Grand Rapids, MI. All copyrighted words/music not in the hymnals is covered under 
CCLI License #401787 or One License A-733402. 

 

The 
Outsiders (3) 
Jesus, the Unhoused Man 

 

 

New Hanover Presbyterian Church  
is a congregation of  

the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the 
Presbytery of the James. We welcome you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Vision: Make Jesus Christ’s life, death and resurrection relevant today 

 

Our Mission: As a welcoming community of believers in Jesus Christ, 
we will unite our faith and works to share God’s love 

 

Our Values: Based on our understanding of the Bible, New Hanover 
Presbyterian Church believes that love, acceptance, inclusion, redemption, 

mercy and equity are values Jesus Christ taught and demonstrated. 
 

The Lord’s Day, December 21, 2025  THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

❖
  = Please stand in body or in spirit   •   Unison responses are in bold print 

Greet each other in the name of Jesus and prepare for worship.  
You may use this prayer to assist you in your preparation: 

God of Sarah and Abraham, with expectant hearts we your people 
await Christ’s coming. As once Christ came in humility, so now may he 
come in glory, that he may make all things perfect in your everlasting 

kingdom. For Jesus the servant is Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 
 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Elder Marianne Vermeer 

Welcome Visitors!  
 

PRELUDE  Kayla Jarvis, Music Director 
 

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM  The Rev. Dr. Robert Johnson 
 
❖LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH The Mark and Andrea Young Family 

Isaiah prophesies about the coming of the Messiah:  
“He was despised and rejected by others;  
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity. 
He was despised, and we held him of no account.  
Surely he has borne our infirmities  
and carried our diseases.  
Yet we accounted him stricken,  

struck down by God, and afflicted.  
But he was wounded for our transgressions,  
crushed for our iniquities. 
Upon him was the punishment that made us whole,  
and by his bruises we are healed. 
We will sing O Come, O Come Emmanuel #88, v.6 
 

❖PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 

❖CAROL #140 V.1,3&4  Once in Royal David’s City 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION                           The Rev. Elder Barbara Parks Campbell 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Merciful God: 
You have taught us  
“Love is patient; love is kind;  
love is not envious or boastful or rude.  
Love does not insist on its own way. 
Love is not irritable or resentful.” 
Forgive us when we fail to show love. 
Forgive us for insisting on our own way. 
Forgive us for being resentful. 
Teach us that love overcomes the barriers that divide us. 
Bring your peaceful kingdom to all we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 (silent prayer) 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 
❖RESPONSE OF PRAISE #110   Love Has Come (v.1) 
 

THE WORD 
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN   
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

LESSON FROM THE PROPHETS  Isaiah 52:2-7 
 

LESSON FROM THE GOSPELS  Matthew 8:18-27 
 

SERMON  The Rev. Leon Dorleans 
The Outsiders (3): Jesus, the Unhoused Man 


