GOSPEL LESSON Luke 2:1-20

SERMON The Outsiders (4): A Cast of Misfits
O Holy Night (Adam)

PRESENTATION OF OUR CHRISTMAS EVE MISSION OFFERING
100% OF MONEY COLLECTED THIS EVENING GOES TO HOM, OUR MISSION PARTNER IN HAITI.
OFFERTORY The New Hanover Trio
*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING (on screen) Doxology Noél
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SPECIAL Music Barbara Campbell

THE LORD'S SUPPER

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise...

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

(All who acknowledge Jesus as Savior and Lord are welcome to receive communion.)

Music FOR COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

*CAROL (#122) AND CANDLELIGHT Silent Night
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE New Hanover Trio

Cover art was generated by ChatGPT 5.2. All copyrighted words/music not in the hymnal is
covered under CCLI License #401787 or One License A-733402.
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the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the
Presbytery of the James. We welcome youl!
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Our Vision: Show how Jesus Christ’s life, death
and resurrection are relevant today

Our Mission: As a welcoming community of believers in Jesus Christ,
we will unite our faith and works to share God'’s love

Our Values: Based on our understanding of the Bible, New Hanover
Presbyterian Church believes that love, acceptance, inclusion,
redemption, reconciliation, mercy and equity are values Jesus Christ
taught and demonstrated.

December 24, 2025 CHRISTMAS EVE

*= Please stand in body or in spirit - Unison responses are in bold print

Greet each other in the name of Jesus and prepare for worship by using
this thought from author and philosopher G. K. Chesterton in 1907.
Christmas is built upon a beautiful and intentional paradox;
that the birth of the homeless should be celebrated in every home.

PRELUDE The New Hanover Trio
Larry Lyles (violin), Katherine Flynn (viola), and Pam O'Brien (flute)

GREETING & REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM The Rev. Dr. Robert Johnson

*CAROL #118 While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE The Lee and Debbie Blackburn family
Noah was crazy; a drunk building a big ship in the middle of the desert.
God has a thing for Outsiders!
Abraham was a wanderer and a famine-stricken immigrant
before he was the father of a great nation.
God has a thing for Outsiders!

Moses was the child of enslaved people; a tongue-tied murderer.
God has a thing for Outsiders!
David was a youngest son, too insignificant for visitors to meet.
God has a thing for Outsiders!
Jesus was born in a barn surrounded by animals and poor folks.
God has a thing for Outsiders!
And we were at one time without Christ, aliens from God's people,
outside the covenant, having no hope and without God in the world.
But, thank God, God has a thing for Outsiders!

We will sing O Come Emmanuel #88 vs 7

ANTHEM We Wait New Hanover Music Group

CONFESSION OF SIN The Rev. Terry Nathan Diebold
O Lord, how we love the mighty, the wealthy,
the take-charge kinds and the movers and shakers.
Yet you make the no-count shepherd boy into the greatest of kings
and a humble small-town girl into the mother of The Shepherd.
How we heap power on those who crave it
and mock and exclude the weak, the meek and the different.
Yet you call the weak and meek blesséd
and declare all power, glory, wisdom and strength are owed to a man
who never had a place of his own to lay his head,
and was executed in shame next to common criminals.
Forgive us for our gullibility in the face of riches and status,
our willingness to exclude and accuse those who are outside.
Help us to adopt the values that you, yourself have shown so plainly
So that we may love as you do and treasure what you treasure.
We pray this in the name of Jesus, Amen. (silent prayer)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
RESPONSE OF PRAISE #110 (V. 1) Love Has Come
CHILDREN'S CHOIR Take This Light New Hanover Children’s Choir
TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
*CAROL #147, (V. 1,2 & 4) The First Nowell
PRAYER OF |LLUMINATION

EPISTLE LESSON Titus 2:11-14



